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APPENDIX TWO 

SMALL WATER ANIMALS  

 

The Fieldwork Modules in Section B, C and D refer to one or more of the 

Identification Keys in this Appendix.  

Why not look at them all and decide for yourself which would be 

most suitable for your learners and for your own fieldwork site? 

Why not make your own identification sheet to include examples of 
the most commonly seen wetland birds, animals, reptiles and 
insects? 
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Water Creatures – Macro Invertebrates 
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Amphibians of Wetland Systems 

 

 

Cape Caco 
(Cacosternum capense) 

This frog is an endemic South African 
species that occurs in wetlands.  

 

Common Caco 
(Cacosternum boettgeri) 

Also known as Boettger’s Dainty 
Frog, it lives in marshy areas.  

 

 

Flat Back Toad 
(Amietophrynus maculatus)  

This toad has very prominent warts 
and it’s colour varies. They are 
associated with water because they 
breed in shallow water. They are 
usually nocturnal unless there has 
been heavy rainfall.  

 

 

East African Puddle Frog 
(Phrynobatrachus acridoide)s 

This frog is very well adapted to 
many different environments, 
including wetlands.  It is usually 
found in puddles but also in swamp-
type environments.  

 

 

Natal Sand Frog 
(Tomopterna natalensis) 

This species is found in many 
different habitats including 
wetlands. These frogs sit on exposed 
mud or rocks near water and call.  

 

Greater Leaf-Folding Frog 
(Afrixalus fornasinii) 

This frog grows to a maximum of 
4cm but has a very prominent stripe 
pattern so it can be easily identified.  
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Long Toed Tree Frog 
(Leptopelis xenodactylus)   

This species is endemic to KZN; it 
perches on grasses during 
misty/rainy conditions.  

 

 

Natal Leaf Folding Frog 
(Afrixalus spinifrons intermedius) 

This species inhabits wet areas, 
usually dams and ponds but it is 
possible to find this frog in wetland 
environments. It is bright yellow and 
covered in tiny black spines.  

 

Natal Puddle Frog 
(Phrynobatrachus natalensis) 

This frog is covered in warts. It 
occurs in a variety of places and 
habitats including wetlands.  

 

Cape River Frog 
(Amietia fuscigula) 

This frog occurs in wetlands and can 
grow to a length of approximately 
12cm.   

 

 

Clicking Stream Frog 
(Strongylopus grayii) 

Despite the name, this frog is a 
relatively common wetland species.  

 

 

African Bullfrog 
(Pyxicephalus adspersus) 

This is one of the most iconic frogs in 
South Africa. It is a carnivorous frog 
that eats small rodents, birds and 
other amphibians.  
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Fish of Wetland Systems 

 

 

Sharptooth Catfish 
(Clarias gariepinus) 

This species is well adapted to a live in 
wetlands because it has the ability to survive 
in shallow mud during dry periods. It feeds 
on living and dead animals.  

 

Large Mouth Bass 
(Micropterus salmoides) 

Although this fish is an introduced alien 
species and its main habitat is dams, its 
preferred habitat is reed beds which creates 
the potential for it to occur in wetland 
systems.  

 

 

Small Mouth Yellowfish  
(Labeobarbus aeneus) 

This species occurs predominantly in river 
systems but it is a highly adaptable, tolerant 
species, so it should be noted that it is 
possible to find them in wetland systems.  

 

 

Mozambican Tilapia  
(Oreochromis mossambicus) 

This fish feeds on invertebrates, diatoms and 
algae.  

 

Vlei Kurper 
(Tilapia Sparrmanii) 

 

The Vlei Kurper is the prey of bass in South 
Africa. Its population does extremely well in 
water with abundant vegetation.  

 

 


